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I.—Foreran Po.itics. 


2010. The following is taken from the Indian Mirror:— do 
The Thibetan Mission to Russis. We are not at all clear about the personnel 


to the Czar of All the Russias. The Odcssa correspondent of the Times 
states that ‘‘the Mission brings a letter in the Dalai Llama’s own hand- 


writing to the Czar.” The Standard’s correspondent refers to the ‘“Thibetan — 


Legate” to be the same which waited on the Czar at Livadia. These state- 
ments are incomprehensible,—all the more incomprehensible and irrecon- 
cilable from the further statement of the Standard’s correspondent that 
the ‘* Thibetan —— ” carried back to Thibet “such an alarming account 
of the sinister designs of the Anglo-Indian Government that the Dalai 
Llama has now resolved to accept the protection of Russia in. preference 
to the British annexation with which he thioks he is threatened.” Who, 
then, can be this ‘‘Thibetan Legate?” Not the Grand Llama of East 
Siberia, who had substantial reasons to be discontent with the manner in 
which the Police dogged his steps while he was in India. 

2011, The Indian Mirror quotes from an English aper an article on the 

Tad supposed mission from the Dalai Liama to Russia, 

in which it is stated that the Russian newspapers 
relate that the Llama and his party, while passing through India, under- 
went many dangers, being surrounded by English spies who tried by 
devious means to obtain possession of the Llama’s letter. The Mirror 
regards this as proof that there has been no Thibetan Mission to Russia, 
but that the Llama who has just been received in St. Petersberg is no 
other than the Grand Llama of East Siberia, a Russian subject, who 
recently- paid a brief visit to Calcutta; for it is known that a Policeman was 
deputed to watch the Llama’s movement during his journey from Calcutta 
to Gaya and other places of pilgrimage. 

2112. The Jndéan Mirror in an article on Chinese affairs, delivers itself of 
the following remarks :— 

“The Chinese Puzzle was not so much of a 
puzzle in the past as it promises to be in the not very distant future. For 
the time being, the ‘foreign devils’ have had all their own way; they 
have burnt and slain and looted and generally enjoyed themselves in the 
true devilish fashion. But having gorged themselves unto satiety and 
even nausea, germinated by riotous highliving, they are deserting the 
banquet one by one, The Chairman of this fiendish banquet may return 
to his Berlin home in a day or two, and give a true and faithful account 
of the incredibly brutal orgies at which he presided to his master, the 
Imperial Satyr of the Mailed Fist. But before the European retirement 
from Pekin took place, promises were exacted that China should provide 
an ‘indemnity’ in order to provide further banquets to the guests at their 
own homes. The Chinese have grinned and endured—as has been their 
wont. Will they grin and endure much longer? Whether they do or 
do not—what shall be their destiny? That is the new and the larger 
Chinese puzzle.” 

The article goes on to state that if the Chinese papers are to be relied 
upon, the immediate future of China, both for natives and foreigners, promises 
to be full of serious danger. It then quotes from one of the Chinese papers 
a paregrepe stating that Tung Fusiang, the Tartar General, is gathering 
a large army in Shansi, with the express object of clearing the country of 
all reformers, particularly of those Viceroys who assisted the Allies. 


The Chinese puzzle once more. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


2013. The Behar News, in making suggestions for the appointment of an 
independent committee for the consideration of the 


poles ser question of Police Reform, points out that the two 
most-needed reforms are facility and fidelity in the discharge of Police duties 
and the safety and security of life and property. If the work of the 
Commission dealing with the subject is to be thorough, the writer holds that 


or the character of the so-called Thibetan Mission | 
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it must take into its confidence some low-graded officials acquainted with the 
secret workings of the department, innocent victims of District Superintendents 
of Police, who would be glad to give evidence and to help this great work. 


(6).— Working of the Courle. 


2014. The following is an extract from the Burdwan correspondent’s letter 
to the Amrita Bazar Patrika :— 


. A novel method of clearing the The other day Babu Ram Lal Dutt, fourth 
2 Munsif of Burdwan, dismissed a suit owing to the 


non-appearance of the plaintiff. The said plaintiff then made an application 
to him to restore the suit to his file, and gave reasons to satisfy. him that there 
was sufficient grounds for his non-appearance, but the application was rejected. 
Thereupon, the plaintiff appealed to the District Judge, and in doing 80 his 
pleader, Babu Banwarilal Hati, said that the Munsif dismissed the suit with 
a view to clear his file, and that he did so under section 98, C, P. C., even 
when the defendant appeared. The pleader for the defendant, Babu Chandra 
Shekhar Banerjee, also told the Judge that on many occasions the said Mun- 
sif dismissed suits under section 98, C. P. C., even when the defendant was 


present in his court. The learned Judge has decreed the appeal, and in doing 
so has remarked:—‘“‘ He, Babu Chandra Shekhar Banerjee, made also the 


extraordinary disclosure that the Munsif is in the habit of dismissing cases 
under section 98, C. P. C , even when the defendant is present. The practice, 
if it prevails at all in this Munsif’s Court, merits the severest condemnation, 
and should, for the sake of the good name of the Court and also for the ends 


of justice, be put a stop to at once.” 
2015. The Last holds that the facts revealed at the trial of this case reflect 


——— Viceroy’s serious consideration. It cannot conceive 


ee 


Norsz.—This abuse of Mr. Caspersz seems to be put forward in view of the coming hearing of the 
appeal in the Patna Mohurrum Riot Case. Abuse of a Judge who is about to decide a case im which the 
native press is opposed to the authorities appears to be part of the Patrika’s policy. It was tried against 
the Hon'ble Justice Amir Ali in the Noakhali Murder Case. - 


.  (d).—Education. 


2018. The Amrita Bazar Patrika complains that Mr. Mondy, the Princi- 
pal of the Dacca College, is in the habit of fining 
Punishment of students in the whole classes of students for the faults of a few 


— boys. It suggests that a clause be added to the 
recent Government circular against the infliction of fines, prohibiting Principals 


of Colleges from fining. | 

2019. The Last holds that the Government has made a mess of female 

Sicetalin oResial education, As girls of this country are not ex- 

ae vere _ pected as yet to be earning factors of their families, 

they are not forced by circumstances to acquire knowledge that tends to make 
them woree than useless members of their “eminently pious society.” 
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It is therefore that the writer suggests the adoption of a zanana system of 
education, placing such eananas in groups. Such subjects only should be taught 
as would make the girls ood wives, useful mothers, honest women, and instill 
in their minds lessons of ‘faith and forbearance, ascetism and active charity, 
obedience and submission to authority, and lastly.make them good housewives. 

020. Power and Guaratan notices an incident reported by the Jyoti of 
Chittagong, in which the head-master of the Rao- 
jan school was insulted, ill-treated, and assaulted 
by the parents of some of his pupils whom he had deservedly punished for 
certain gross indecencies. The misconduct of these people is urged as 
sufficient justification for posting punitive police, as no light punishment 
would meet the requirements of the case. 

2021. The Indian Nation’s views on this subject are reproduced below 

Teaching of the Bible in Indian verbatim oy . , - | 

schools and colleges. _ “Much as we object on principle to compulsory 

| Bible teaching in schools and colleges, we have 
no fear that those institutions would be deserted if such teaching was intro- 
duced into them. Nor do we believe that such teaching would be resented b 
boys or their guardians—as gross tyranny, a8 an attempt to interfere wit 
their convictions, There are colleges,—not of course under the management 
of Government,— where Bible teaching ts compulsory, and so far from being 
deserted they are very prosperous. The fact is, most of our boys and their 
guardians have no convictions and care to have none. They are not Hindus 
enough to complain of compulsory Bible teaching, and in spite of any such 
teaching, most of them will refuse to be Christians. They go to college, and 
their guardians send them to college, in a wholly utilitarian spirit. Their sole 
object is to pass; and, in — their sole object isto earn money. Their 
end, therefure, is wholly material, and anything spiritual sits loosely upon their 
minds. They may read the Bible, hear lectures on it, and pass examinations 
in it; and when all examinations are over and they commence life they dismiss 
their Bible from their minds just as they dismiss their Physics and Philosophy. 
That the purposes of life are mainly material is a lesson which has been learnt 
from the West, and the Bible will not get rid of it, as experience shows. We 
cannot speak for the Muhammadan population, but if Government really 
thinks it desirable to introduce compulsory teaching of the Bible, it should 
not stand against. its conscience, but may at once, without any fear of agitation, 
make the experiment in Hindu colleges under its control or as regards the 
Hindu students in the colleges. If any are of opinion that we are mistaken 
in our view of the situation, weshall simply answer them by pointing to certain 
academic quarters in Calcutta. | 

2022. The Indian Mirror learns from the Sanjivani that a circular has 

The been addressed to Provincial Governments, and 
‘those whom the Government consider prominent 
men,’ inviting opinions as to the feasibility of introducing the study of the 
Bible in Indian schools and colleges. It does not know if the Sanjivans’s infor- 
mation is correct, but it hopes, with the Pioneer, that the parentage of the scheme 
will be disowned in the clearest and most unequivocal manner. It entreats Lord 
Curzon to discard and repudiate the scheme of Bible study, and although it 
is aware that religious education is badly needed, and imparting such know- 
ledge in mixed alodedanal institutions is attended by difficulties, these difficulties 
are not to be surmounted by the compulsory study of the Bible. 

2023. Inconnection with this subject, the Amrita Bazar Pairika asks 

a whether the Pioneer is quite sure that the Govern- 

te. ment had euros | (directly or indirectly) to do 

with the scheme, or that it was not actually proposed. Many things, the 

writer sapiently observes, are done in the name of the Government, of which 

itis not aware. ‘Besides, there are mad men in the service of the Govern- 

ment who enjoy almost unlimited powers. Were not they all madmen who 

conceived and. introduced the Age of Consent measure?” The Pairtka is 

inclined to suspect that the scheme originated with Bishop Welldon for the 
purpose of introducing Imperial Christianity in India. | 

His Lordship’s utterance, if translated to the masses, would convey but one 
meaning, viz., that the Lord Bishop is urging the Government to force 


Christianity. 


Ill-treatment of a head-master. 
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(e).—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


2024. The Bengalee complains that in respect of certain municipal cases, 
_ the public has little chance of a fair and impartial 
The administration — in hearing of their grievances at the hands of the 
pe beara tt Sealdah Magistrate, who, aspiring to the Municipal 
Magistracy of Calcutta, which is practically in the gift of the Chairman of the 
Corporation, naturally discharges his duties so as to merit the approbation of 
the Executive of the Municipality, and is, therefore, not distur by an 
sentimental consideration of sense of duty and approbation of conscience. 1% 
restore public confidence, the Bengulee suggests that the Municipal Magis. 
trate should be a Burrister or a Ist class Deputy Magistrate and third 
stipendiary Magistrate under the Chief Presidency Magistrate and the High 
Court, and his Court should be located in the same building as the Chief 


Presidency Magistrate’s. : 


This will also have a beneficial effect upon the Sealdah Court; for no 
longer will the Sealdah Magistrate dream of his npeperon being dependent 
upon the good-will of the Municipal Executive. It is suggested that he, too, 
should be a senior and experienced Deputy Magistrate or Barrister. 


2025. Commenting on His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech at 

eurer Rajshahi defending the order placing the District 

an erintending Engineers and Engineers under the control of Superintending 
e District Boards. : ° 

Engineers, the Bengalee makes the following 


remarks :— 


“May we enquire if any of the District Engineers whose work has been 
found fault with belonged to Rehar? And if so, how was it that Government 
sanctioned an increase of their pay? However that may be, we must be 
permitted respectfully to enter our dissent from the views of the Lieutenant. 
Governor. The defence of the action of Government proceeds upon the assump- 
tion that there is no professional supervision of any kind over the work of 
District Engineers. This is hardly consistent with the facts of the case; for 
there is an Inspector of Local Works whose status and professional ability are 
fully on a par with those of Superintending Engineers, and who is supposed to 
supervise the work of the District Engineers within his circle. Is it now 
peo osed to supersede the authority of the Local Inspectors or to establish a 

ual control? ‘The remedy would be worse than the disease, We are afraid 
a bureaucratic Government is needlessly meddlesome; and the Government, 
having made a grant from the Provincial revenues, is anxious to have a share 
in the control of its expenditure.” : 


2026. The Bengalee publishes the report of a friend who made a local 

~. ree enquiry into the alleged case of Municipal zulum, 

© As NEEDLE” Aescribed in paragraph 1984, from which it would 

appear that the account of the affair given inthe paragraph cited is wholly 

untrue. The Editor remarks that in the midst of these conflicting accounts 

the public must suspend their judgment till a court of justice has pronounced 

decision. 

2027. Power and Guardian reproduces the original report of the Bergalee 

pee regarding this case of Municipal zu/um, and remarks 

that Lord Curzon does not need official goggles to 

see for himself to what a veritable engine of oppression the Municipal Bill has 

been reduced, For the fair fame of British rule in India, it calls on His 
Excellency to amend the provisions of the Act. | 


The writer then goes onto say that ‘‘in the old days the Municipality 
had to obtain the sanction of the law courts for attachment of property or 
similar other unpopular measures, Now, however, all this has been changed 
and the municipal underli have been invested by the wise rulers with the 
power to do whatever they like of their own motion. The present procedure 
is sure to end in disaster, People will suffer in silence for only a time; then 
they will protest and pray; and when protests and prayers they find to be 
tmavailing, and when the sanctity of the purda and the thakur ghur is lightly 
profaned, then will come the disaster.” 3 


ration, 


( 443 ) 
2028. After, as it says, vainly crying itself hoarse in urging the import- 


ance of a Rate-payers’ Association in Calcutta to 
Rate-payers’ Association in Cal. - rE: ‘ ; . 
aa” ‘ ~~" redress municipal grievances, the Indian Mirror 


remarks as follows :— 
‘‘ However, we need not despair. Things, when they came to the worst, 


always mend themselves, and it is our belief that the bubble created by the 
new Calcutta Municipal Act will burst some day. In the meantime, the sooner 
we have & Rate-payers’ Association like the one we 


ate ropose the better.” 
2029. With reference to the election to Council of. Babu Joy Gobind 


Law, the Indian Mirror makes the following 
remarks : — en 


“‘ Babu Joy Gobind Law has been elected by 


The new member for the Corpo- 


; 


the Calcutta Municipal Corporation as its representative in the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council. We regret that Mr. Braunfeld should have lost the election by 
three votes only. It is a strange situation for us. We have been com- 
plaining against the European constitution of the Corporation, and yet we 


desired that a European should represent the Corporation in the Bengal 
Council. And by a strange irony of fate—if that be the right expression of 
our thought—it is European votes which have exalted a “Native” above a 
European of good repute and tried public service. In public life these things 
are bound to happen now and again.” 
2030. The election to Council of Babu Joy Gobind Law as member of 
ee the Calcutta Corporation has given great satisfac- 
tion to the Htndoo Patriot, particularly as this 
gentleman was proposed by a European, and voted for by most of the 
Kuropean members. The Patriot is pleased to say that tho European element 
did not on this occasion allow themselves to be swayed by any sort of racial 
consideration or class prejudices, and their noble act will cement more firmly 
he bond of unity that already exists between the two races, and bring them 
also into close sympathy. | 


(7).—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigations. 


2031. The following letter to the Editor appears in the Bengalee:— 
mae Yesterday Babu Hara Prased Lahiri was a 
An incident at the Howrah passenger from Serampore to Howrah, On 
station. “he ‘ ° ° 
arriving at Howrah, he wished to go in a private 
carriage of some of his relatives, and so he accompanied them and passed by 
the second class passengers’ gate, where the carriage was kept waiting for them. 
After passing through the gate he handed over his ticket to the ticket-collector, 
who seemed to be a Eurasian; but as he was not a second class passengers, 
the ticket-collector at the gate threw the ticket down and insolently told 
Mr. Lahiri to pick it up and pass through fis gate. Mr. Lahiri, however, 
did nothing of the kind. This mightily enraged the Sahih, who went near 
the carriage and used insulting wo ae towards its occupants. None, 
however, seemed to take any notice of it, and the carriage rolled on, but 
the irate ticket-collector was loud and profuse in his choice of Billingsgate. 
Evidently this was too much for Mr, Lahiri, who now came down from 
the carriage and gave a few shakes to the sahid (Mr. Mowson is his name). 
Upon this Mr. fe shiri was taken to the Railway Police Station, and after 
furnishing a bail for Rs. 50, he came off after a couple of hours. 
2032. The following is taken from the Bengalee :— 
We should like once again to appeal to the 
aa a dg the Manager, F. Manager of the Eastern Bengal State Railwa 
for a concession being made to students travel- 
ling by the line. Missionaries and even theatrical parties are permitted to 
travel at half the fare. If public amusements and. the cause of religion 
deserve encouragement, the students are at least entitled to an equal measure 
of help. From the commercial point of view, we think it would also be 
an advantage. The cheaper rate would draw a larger number of poor 
students whose means do not now permit them to become duily passengers. 
We desire to make an earnest appeal to Mr. Burt, the Manager, who, with 
his instincts for reform and improvement, will, we are confident, see his 
way to make the concession which we have ventured to suggest. 
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9033. The Bengalee gives an account of an occurrence which took place 
"igh * Monday the 22nd instant in the 6 ra train 
A railwey case. , from Bhatpara to Barrackpore. One Durga Churn 
Kabyatirtha, 2nd Pundit of the Barrackpore Government School, travelled 
by the train in the same compartment with a Muhammadan who was accom- 
anied by a woman, apparently his Nika wife or his mistress. Dur 
hurn Babu and several other passengers saw the Muhammadan assault tho 
woman with intent to rob her’of some money she had with her. The 
woman appealed to them for protection, They remonstrated with the 
Muhammadan and “one of them went so far as to catch hold of him bh 
his hands.” The Muhammadan renewed the assault in an aggravated form, 


so as to almost deprive the woman of her clothing, whereupon Durga Churn 


Babu pulled the alarm bell. This was between Shamnugger and Ishapur. 
The train was not stopped until it reached Ishapur.. The guard made no 
proper enquiries, but at Barrackpore made DurgaChurn over to the Police 
for having pulled the alarm without sufficient cause. 

The Bengalee thinks it is the Guard who deserves to be punished—firstly, 
for not stopping the train when the signal was given, and secondly for not 
making a proper enquiry regarding the occurrence. 

‘To facilitate enquiry, we give below the names of the witnesses who will 
be able to give evidence in this case:— 


(1) Pundit Rishikesh Shastri, Pundit, Sanskrit College. 
ts Gopal Chunder Bhuttacharjee, of Bhatpara. 

(3) Punchanan Vidyaratna, Head Pundit, Barrackpore School. 

i Kunjo Behari Kabyatirtha, employed in the Asiatic Society. 


After the above was written, we learn that the man who assaulted the 
woman ran away with her money when the train arrived at the Belghoria 
Station. A cry of ‘thief, thief” was raised. The woman whom Durga Churn 
wanted to protect complained to the police officers at the station. If this is 
true, itis very obvious that the woman lost her money through the Guard’s 
inaction, and it shows that Durga Churn was quite justified in pulling the 
signal, 


(h).— General. 


2034. The Bengalee says the news of the failure of the sterling loan has 
been received in India with unalloyed satisfaction. 
Indian public opinion is distinctly opposed to the 
contraction of sterling »loans, as ike add to the drain, and are calculated to 
depreciate the value of silver. 


2035. The Hast says that the Caste Precedence Committee, under, the 
residency of the Hon’ble Dr. Guru Das Banerji, 
as succeeded in creating discord between the 
Vaidyas and Kayasthas, two rival castes who, until lately, have been on friendly 
terms. ‘The question of precedence raised by the Government, says the writer, 
has only added fue) to the fire of these caste quarrels. 

The settlement of the question at issue could easily have been effected 
if the Government considered it necessary, without the fuss and noise that 
have been created, ) 


2036. In deciding the question of the superiority of the Vaidyas in their 

onl social relations with the Kayasthas, the Indtan 

oe Nation appeals to the records of ancient and 

authoritative origin, and rejects the opinions of the Brahmins on this point, 

authoritative though they usually are on general social questions. It is the 

Brahmin class that brought or contributed to bring the Vaidyas into existence, 
and therefore they are interested in making out for them a high status. 


2037. Referring to the ceremony of opening the General Hospital which 

Sane ss SPU the Lieutenant-Governor will perform on _ his retur® 

© new lseneramese® to Calcutta, the Indian Mirror ‘would like to know 

the cost of the entire scheme, and how much of it has been contributed by 
the tax payers. The institution being sectarian, the Mirror fails to see why 
Europeans and Eurasians who are clamouring for admission to the Dufferin 
Hospital should not tind accommodation therein. 


Failure of the sterling loan. 


Caste Precedence Committees. 
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2038. The Bengalee — pleads the cause of the Sub-Deputy Collectors, 

| and suggests, as a means of remedying some of 

“me — their protisoes giving them only (s grades 

instead of four, a first grade of 51 appointments on 

Rs. 200, and a second grade of 58 appointments on Rs. 150. This will cost 

only an extra Rs. 21,600 per annum at present. The lowest pay of a Sub- 

ot Collector is Rs. 100, while the lowest pay of a Collectorate Sheristadar 

is Ks. 120. The Sheristadar isa ministerial officer, while the Sub-Deputy 
Collector discharges important and responsible Judicial and Executive duties. 

2039. In its next issue, the same paper quotes the Resolution of 1872 

nie: of Sir George Campbell, in which it was said that 

ne the newly-created Subordinate Executive Service 

was to be a recruiting ground for the Provincial Civil Service. This object 

has not been kept in view by the successors of Sir George Campbell, with 

the result that the Service is much less popular now than it used to be. 

A scheme for’ the removal of the block in the Subordinate Executive 
Service has become necessary, and Government is earnestly requested to deal 
with the matter in the spirit in which it has sought to remove the grievances 
of the Provincial and Judicial Services. 

2040. While being fully aware of the difficulty of governing a country 

like India with its different nationalities whose 
claims Government has to recognise in fillip 
appointments, the Indian Mirror thinks that the 
claims of the Indians to a larger share in the loaves and fishes of the 
State are undoubted and preferential. But as a matter of fact men who 
seek employment in the public offices are getting quite disheartened at the 
appointment of Europeans and Eurasians. It seems as if all prospects of.a 
future career in public offices have been effectually closed against them. 

2041. The Behar Herald says: ‘The 18th of June 1901 must be 

or in Sa considered a red-letter day for India; for on this 

Pines tS ..sasy shee witnessed the publication of a resumé of 

Lord Curzon’s new scheme opening a military 

career to our Princes. The more one reflects upon the scheme and the 

promise it holds out, the more profound is the admiration thereby excited, 
both for the work done and for the man who has done it.” | 

The article goes on to discourse on the valour and loyalty shown by the 
Indian Princes at the time of the Mutiny, and to wonder why they should 
have been made to suffer the mortification of exclusion from military service 
for all these years. : | 

2042, The Indian Mirror suggests that its countrymen should hold a 

aa ublic meeting to thank His Majesty the King- 
ea mperor for the concession that has been made, 
‘however small for the present,” for providing military careers for the sons 
of Indian noblemen, and hopes that this beginning will soon lead to the estab- 
lishment of a school for cadets in this country. 


LI1I.—LEGISLATION, 


2043. The Amrita Bazar Patrika finds from the letter of the Government 
are of Bengal to the British Indian Association, which 
meee Sonne eyenee it publishes, that though the seat in the Bengal 
Council is open to the entire body of Bengal landlords, it is only the British 
Indian Association that has been given the privilege of recommending a member 
for it. Did not His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor assure the _Zemindari 
Panchayat that it also would have an equal right to the nomination ? Why 
have the members of this Panchayat then been ignored? ‘This dissension 
between tha Calcutta and muffassil zemindars would not have happened 
if the Panchayat had, like the British Indian Association, been invited to 
exercise the franchise. Then, where is the guarantee that the British Indian 
Association will follow a regular course? Suppose it does not do it, and 
elect a member iu an irregular way, where is the remedy against such a 
contingency ? ty : 
‘~~ ta taken from the Indian Mirror :—It is said that 
sell sce Peoria: Bania Sowcars in Western India have collected 


sane Sees Relief Rg, 4,01,000, or thereabouts, for the purpose of 
= carrying on the agitation against the extension of 


the Decean Agricultural Relief Act to Sind. 
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1V.—Native STATES 


_ The Bengalee appealing to Lord Curzon to look into the affairs 

— : oe Of the petty Native States of Chota Nagpur, com- 

A curious appointment. ~- ising that Mr. Whiffen, ang a of the Bengal 
‘mber Trading Company, has been appointed Honorary strate at Raghu- 
rr Me in r tog Ganapar State. The objection to this is that the Manager- 
Munsif may sometimes have to decide cases in which his own company is 


interested. 


V.—PRospPects OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


2046. In publishing the report of a ng _ at “oe for the 
' purpose of considering the steps that should be 
— taken for alleviating the distress of the people of 
that subdivision, the Indian Mirror says: ‘‘The proceedings disclose a state 
of things which makes it imperative on the authorities to look into the matter 
at once and relieve the distressed.” 
2047. The following paragraph is taken from the Jndian Mirror :— 
Ibid Acute distress, bordering on famine, has been 
for some time prevailing in the Uluberia subdivi- 
sion in Bengal, and many families having been reduced to actual starvation, 
local measures have been adopted to provide immediate relief, We are right 
~ to see the local Munsif taking the leading part in the philanthropic 
work. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


2048. The Behar Herald appeals to the eléée and people of Bihar to do 

their best to ensure the success of the ensuing 

of ans ae fe Se a. ia sessions of the Indian National Congress, which is 
to take place in Calcutta in December next. 

2049. The Amrita Bazar Patrika wants to know what the Spectator means 
by saying that if the British retire, the fightiny 
races of India will make short work of the National 
Congress. First of all, the Congress does not wish 
the British to retire; secondly, the fighting as well as the non-fighting races 
have formed the Congress; thirdly, if the British retire and the fighting 
Indians take possession, there will 4 no need of a Congress. The Congress 
owes its origin to the fact that Government is alien. 

2050. The Amrita Bazar Patrika has received a letter from a person who 

Me. Pennell in Encland recently met Mr. Pennell at his sister's wedding. 

ieee He writes that on the 29th June the Secretary of 
State for India sent Mr. Pennell a copy of the Government of India’s letter 
recommending his dismissal, directing him to submit a defence within a month. 

‘Strangely enough,” says the correspondent, ‘‘the charge on which 
Mr. Pennell was suspended ‘dl been ignored, and his dismissal has been 
recommended on account of his general bad character, great stress being laid 
on his having horse-whipped a native in Burmah, The Lieutenant-Governor 
describes him as an officer so deluded by a morbid and sometimes malignant 
vanity which has become the inalienable habit of his character, that he can 
no “4 be employed to the advantage of Government,” &c., &c. 

The Patrika prodaces some old correspondence to show that Mr. Pennell 
was given a bad character in Burmah not for horse-whipping a native, but for 
delay in submitting a certain statement, of which he afterwards gave 4 
satisfactory explanation. Again, the Pairika thinks that if the horse-whipping 
of a native is to lead to a Civilian’s dismissal, there are few members of the 
Civil Service who are safe in their positions. 

‘‘Mr. Pennell is accused of having repeatedly abused his official position 
and powers, It would be more correct if he were accused of having abused 
the executive for their high handedness, ......... No Judge ever discharged his 
duties more conscientiously, more honestly, and more independently. 

‘The case has been a bungle from beginning to end. Mr. Pennell was 
suspended on the ground of having delayed to hand over the records of the 


The London Spectator and the 
National Congress. 
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murder case to the Registrar, and he has 


; for horse-whippin s man eleven years the: been recommended for dismissal i 

: 2051. 16 ollowing se in on Behar Herald :—~ Soci Henach, | 1 
) Darbhanga Raj servants and th notification has been i db ‘ ‘i a 
- Press. s mane Assistant Manager, Raj Darth rhibitin Re oes ; 
e servants ° en P S 1a) i: 
; ants writing anything against the Raj. . 
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The 27th July 1901. y Asst. to Inspr. General of Police, L.P. 
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